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“If you can get into a collegiate gym, 
you’ll find, what are on average, the 
best pickup games anywhere.” 
From HOOPS NATION by Chris Ballard
 

game,” adds Porter. “It might not 
always be the prettiest game, but it’s a 
good workout and everyone has fun.”

And fun is the point—along with 
exercise. Some lunchtime basketball 
regulars have reported double-digit 
weight loss since the games began in 
the fall. During that time, I’ve more 
than doubled my list of friends on 
campus. Lunchtime basketball instantly 
connected me with a group on campus 
despite being a relatively new employee 
(less than two years). 

The same goes for Greg Booker ’87, 
a new faculty member in the communi-
cations and art/art history departments. 
He was on the court at the beginning of 
his first semester in January 2009. 
“Being the new guy (again), having the 
opportunity to play with this group was 
a great way to meet colleagues and 
make new friends, not to mention get 
some much-needed exercise,” he says.

The friendships and acquaintances 
extend beyond faculty and staff. 
Current and former members of the 
Lady Panthers, the baseball team or 
other students have humbled and beat 
us with their sharp skills and young 
legs. Those on-court encounters give us 
a reason to say “hi” or trash-talk later 
when we see each other on campus.

In the late 1980s, Boston’s Larry 
Bird responded to a question about 
Detroit Pistons center Bill Laimbeer 
and their bitter basketball rivalry by 
saying, “We don’t like him that good.” 

But I can honestly say that I like all 
of Drury’s lunchtime basketball 
regulars …as long as they pass me the 
ball.

Mark Miller is director of media relations 
for Drury.
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Chris Ballard may re-think his 
assessment if he found himself in 

Drury’s Mabee Gym on Mondays and 
Wednesdays around 1 p.m. While the 
basketball may not be world class, the 
relationships built through the bounce of 
the basketball are some of the best 
anywhere.

When I was in college, pickup 

basketball was the fitness regimen and 
stress reliever for me and my classmates. 
We’d play for hours, and with a facility 
just a few hundred yards out my Drury 
office door, I asked around about 
Drury’s pickup basketball culture.

“As Mark continued to pester me and 
knowing we had a few people that had 
played in the past, I set out to re-estab-
lish pickup basketball at Drury,” says 
Mike Porter, a Drury network adminis-
trator and a pickup basketball veteran.

“With the help of athletics and 
Mark’s persistence, we were able to find 
enough players to establish a regular 

By Mark Miller

Mark Miller drives to 
the basket while trying 
to avoid friendly fire.


