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Courses for February-April 2007 
All classes meet Tuesdays at 2 p.m. with locations as indicated. 

Welcome to the spring session 
of IML You are encouraged to 
pre-register before attending 
class on FebnKIry 6. Please plan 
on arriving 30 minutes early for 
registration. The yearly dues 
are $35 and will be due starting 
with the FebnKIry session. What 
do we do with your dues? Each 
presenter is paid an honorarium. 
Other expenses include printing 
and mailing the Lifetime Leamer 
newsletter and other publicity. 

Courses for February to 
April 2007 
Note: All sessions will be held 
in the Olin Room, Olin Library, 
unless otherwise noted. 

February 20·27 
''Venezuela'' 
Dr. Elizabeth Nichols, assistant 
professor of Spanish language 
and acting chair of the Languages 
Department, Drury University 

Dr.Nichols will talk about her research in 
Venezuela, which deals with Venezuelan 
literature, and how women writers in 
Venezuela use literature to enter into 
political and social dialogue. She will give 
some historical background onVenezuela 
and on women's and literary movements 
to show howVenezuela is a "special case" 
before focusing on today's situation. 

March 6 

The Reformation led those who em­
braced Martin Luther's teachings to revise 
virtually every aspect of their faith and to 
reorder their daily lives in view of their 
new beliefs. Nowhere was this more true 
than with death. Dr. Reinis will speak on 
this subject of her doctoral dissertation, 
which has just been published as a book. 

"Reforming the Art of Dying: The Ars 
Moriendi in the German Reformation 
(1519-1528)" 

March 20 
"Global Islam" 
Dr. Jack Uewellyn, associate 
professor of world religions, 
Religious Studies Department, 
Missouri State University 

Some talks last year brought up differ­
ences in Islam as practiced away from 
the Middle East. Daily news highlights 
conflicts between Sunni and Shia. Dr. 
llewellyn will review the global varia­
tions within Islam. 

March 27 
"Peru, Land of My Birth" 
Margarita Gagliardi 

Ms. Gagliardi is a native of Peru who im­
migrated to the United States 35 years ago. 
She settled in Springfield, studied at Mis­
souri State University, built a career and 
raised a family here. She now regularly 
visits her relatives in Peru, especially dur­
ing the Springfield winter when Peruvian 
beaches are sunny and warm. She will 
tell us about the land of her birth, the 
changes she has seen and the contrast 

Dr. Baker, assisted by staff members who 
teach in China and Chinese students who 
study in Missouri, will talk on the MSU 
China Programs. 

April 10·17 
"Christianity in Russia and the 
Soviet Union" 
Dr. Carolyn,. Burbee, former 
assistant professor of history, 
University of Missouri, Columbia 

This lecture series will focus on church­
state relations in Russia from 987 A.D. to 
the present.The first session will examine 
the adoption of Christianity by the early 
Russian rulers. We will also study the 
developing struggle between church 
and state for supremacy, with special 
attention to the reigns of both Peter 
the Great and Catherine the Great. The 
second session will look at the role ofthe 
Church in the revolutionary process, the 
Communist backlash against the church, 
and the contemporary relationship 
bCtween the Orthodox Church and the 
post-Soviet government. 

April 24 
''The Great ke Storm of January 
2007" 
Cindy Garner, Urban Forester, 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation. 

Ms. Garner will discuss the affect of the 
recent devastating storm on Springfield's 

"urban forest" and how the area can expect 
to recover from the catastrophe. 



an on women san terary movements 
to show how Venezuela is a "special case" 
before focusing on taday's situation. 

March 6 
To be advised. 

March 13 
"Ministry to the Dying in 
Reformation Europe" 
Dr. Austra Reinis, assistant
 
professor of the history of
 
Christianity, Religious Studies
 
Depamnent, Missouri State
 
University
 

visits her relatives in Peru, especially dur­
ing the Springfield winter when Peruvian 
beaches are sunny and warm. She will 
teU us about the land of her birth, the 
changes she has seen and the contrast 
with her adopted homeland. 

April 3 
"Missouri State University in 
China" 
Dr. Jim Baker, vice president 
for research &economic 
development and coordinator of 
China Programs, Missouri State 
University 

Ms. Garner will discuss the affect of the 
recent devastating storm on Springfield's 

"urban forest" and how the area can expect 
to recover from the catastrophe. 
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