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The Hammons School of Architecture offers a five-year + one summer first professional Master 
of Architecture degree. The required architecture courses are integrated with the Global Per-
spectives 21 liberal arts curriculum of the university. The objective of this integrated curricu-
lum approach is preparation for professional architectural practice within the broadest possible 
educational context.

The first two years of the five-year  + one summer program are considered the pre-professional 
years. Enrollment in the first year of the pre-professional program is based upon high school 
GPA and SAT/ACT scores. All students interested in pursuing a degree in architecture should file 
an Intent to Study Architecture form with the architecture office prior to completing all the pre-
professional course requirements.

Because the architecture curriculum is sequentially structured, student course records are 
reviewed at the end of the first year, and each subsequent year, to assure the prerequisites have 
been completed with acceptable grades before students are allowed to advance to the next 
year level of the program. The grade of Incomplete in any prerequisite course will necessitate 
the completion of that work and receipt of a final grade prior to the first day of any course 
requiring the prerequisite.  Students who have not completed the prerequisite for any ARCH 
course as of the first day of class will be removed from the roster of that class.

Application to continue in the professional program at the third year level must be made at the 
beginning of the spring semester of the sophomore year. Admission requires the completion of, 
or credit for, the following with a GPA of 2.75:

1st Year – Fall Semester 
ARCH 111 Foundations of Studio 3 hrs.
 and Design
ARTZ 123 Drawing 3 hrs.
ARCH 151 History of Art and  3 hrs.
 Architecture 
GLST 101 Alpha Seminar I 3 hrs.
MATH 203   Mathematics and Inquiry 3 hrs. 
  (or higher)
EXSP Activity Class  1 hr.

1st Year – Spring Semester
ARCH 112 Architectural Design II 5 hrs.
ARCH 124 Architectural  3 hrs.
 Representation
ARCH 152 History of Art and 3 hrs.
 Architecture II
GLST 102 Alpha Seminar II 3 hrs.
Enrichment or GLST  3 hrs.

M A S T E R  O F  A R C H I T E C T U R E * *  -  F I R S T  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E G R E E 
P R O G R A M
Due to the sequential nature of the architecture curriculum, it is important to fully review 
and understand the co-requisites and prerequisites for all classes.  See course descriptions in 
this catalog.

m a s t e r  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e * *  -  p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o g r a m

2nd Year – Fall Semester
ARCH 213 Architectural Design III 5 hrs.
ARCH 233 Introduction to Building  3 hrs.
 Systems 
ARCH 254 Modern Architecture   3 hrs.
PHYS 201 Principles of Physics 4 hrs.
EXSP 220 Fitness For Life 2 hrs.

2nd Year – Spring Semester
ARCH 214 Architectural Design IV 5 hrs.
ARCH 225 Introduction to Computers  3 hrs.
 in Architecture
ARCH 234 Structures I 3 hrs.
ARCH 255 Theories of Architecture 3 hrs. 
Enrichment or GLST 3 hrs.

Students must receive a grade of C- or better in all coursework with an ARCH designation 
and ARTZ 123, GLST 101, GLST 102, GLST 200, MATH 203 and PHYS 201 for that work to count 
toward the requirements for the master of architecture degree or the minor in architecture.  
Students who fail to make a C- or better in any ARCH designated course after two tries will not 
be allowed to continue in the architecture program.



3rd Year – Fall Semester
ARCH 315 Architectural Design V 5 hrs.
ARCH 335 Environmental Systems I 3 hrs.
ARCH 336 Structures II 3 hrs.
Enrichment or GLST 4 hrs.

3rd Year – Spring Semester 
ARCH 418* Global Studio 3 hrs.
ARCH 426* Travel Journal:   3 hrs.
 Mediterranean Cultures
ARCH 456* Culture and Place:   3 hrs.
 The Greek Legacy
Enrichment or GLST  7 hrs.

Summer between 3rd and 4th years
Enrichment or GLST                            6 hrs. 
or alternate Summer International Study Requirement fulfillment. 

4th Year – Fall Semester
ARCH 417* Community Studies Studio 5 hrs.
ARCH 427* Prof. Communication 3 hrs.
ARCH 467* Facility Programming 3 hrs.
Enrichment or GLST 6 hrs.

4th Year – Spring Semester 
MARC 519 Comprehensive Design VIII 5 hrs.
ARCH 437 Environmental Systems II 3 hrs.
ARCH 438 Structures III 3 hrs.
MARC Elective,  Enrichment or GLST  6 hrs.

* The third year spring and fourth year fall course work can be taken in place of each other 
either semester. Students who do not participate in the Volos Program shall complete ARCH 
428 and ARCH 458 in a foreign summer program of at least five weeks in length or approved 
alternative foreign program.

Summer between 4th and 5th years
Internship Experience or alternate Summer International Study Requirement fulfillment.  
360 hours of internship must be completed prior to beginning 5th year coursework.

5th Year – Fall Semester
MARC 520 Architectural Design IX 5 hrs.
MARC 557 Architecture Seminar 4 hrs.
MARC Elective, Enrichment or GLST  7 hrs.

5th Year – Spring Semester
MARC 521 Architectural Design X 6 hrs.
MARC 569 Professional Practice 4 hrs.
MARC Elective, Enrichment or GLST 6 hrs. 
Areas of Concentration

Professional Program students must take four non-architecture electives totaling twelve hours as 
well as three Architecture elective selected topics courses, two of which are designated M.Arch. 
level, totaling nine hours.  Of these required 21 hours, a total of nine (six within architecture 
and three outside) must focus on a specific concentration designated by the student at the 
beginning of the 3rd-year fall semester.  Concentrations may be chosen from among three broad 
categories:  Design Theory and History;  Technology and Sustainability; or Urban and Regional 
Studies.  Alternately, students may propose to the HSA Curriculum Committee an individually 
defined concentration that may be more suited to the student’s interests and career goals.   

Students are responsible for submitting a concentration plan to their advisor by the end of 
the third week of the 3rd-year fall semester.  The plan must identify the selected concentration 
and propose how the non-architecture portion of the concentration requirement will be 
satisfied.  All concentration plans must be approved by the student’s advisor.  Planning for 
individually defined concentrations should begin in the second year, and proposals for these 
must be approved both by the advisor and by the HSA Curriculum Committee.  

Concentrations are intended to give depth to M.Arch. coursework and to provide a means 
of structuring selected topic and elective coursework.  It is expected that coursework within 
concentrations will also contribute to students’ research agendas in the Architecture Senior 
Seminar course and to Design Thesis projects. 

m a s t e r  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e * *  -  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o g r a m

s e l e c t i v e  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o g r a m



Performance Requirement
It is the HSA policy that students are encouraged to meet with their advisor each semester to 
review their plans and progress toward graduation. Students in the professional program must 
maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.75 to remain in the architecture program. Students whose GPA 
drops below 2.75 will have one semester to reachieve the 2.75. Failure to do so will result in 
removal from the architecture program.  No ARCH or MARC-designated course shall count to-
ward graduation without a grade of C- or better.  Failure to make a C- or better in any ARCH or 
MARC-designated course after two tries will result in removal from the architecture program.

Total requirements for the five-year Master of Architecture degree:  170 hours. Students com-
pleting these requirements will be awarded a master of architecture first professional degree 
with a Global Perspectives 21 minor.  These requirements satisfy the National Architectural 
Accrediting Board Conditions and Procedures.

**  Master in Architecture introduced Fall 2009, application to matriculation class 
of fall 2008 and thereafter. 

The National Architectural Accrediting Board requests that each student be advised 
of the following:

In the United States, most state registration boards require a degree from an ac-
credited professional degree program as a prerequisite for licensure.  The National 
Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), which is the sole agency authorized to 
accredit U.S. professional degree programs in architecture, recognizes three types 
of degrees: the Bachelor of Architecture, the Master of Architecture, and the Doc-
tor of Architecture.  A program may be granted a 6-year, 3-year, or 2-year term of 
accreditation, depending on the extent of its conformance with established educa-
tional standards.

Master’s degree programs may consist of a preprofessional undergraduate degree-
and a professional graduate degree that, when earned sequentially, constitute an 
accredited professional education.  However, the preprofessional degree is not, by 
itself, recognized as an accredited degree.

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
t r a n s f e r  c r e d i t

Transfer students seeking advanced place-
ment in the studio sequence must submit a 
portfolio and transcripts. Portfolio submis-
sions must be received by June 15 for the 
following fall and November 30 for the 
following spring. Transfer students, at the 
judgment of the faculty, may be admitted to 
the professional program on a probationary 
status for one semester, with subsequent full 
admission depending on performance.

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e 
p r o g r a m  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d      
i n t e r n s h i p  r e q u i r e m e n t s

As part of the professional coursework in 
architecture, students are required to com-
plete one international architectural program 
experience in addition to one 360-hour office 
experience as presented in the MARC 569 
course description. These experiences must 
take place prior to admission to the fifth year 

of the program.

i n t e r n s h i p  r e q u i r e m e n t

All architecture students are required to com-
plete an internship consisting of a 10-week, 
full-time summer work experience under the 
direct supervision of a registered architect 
or 360 hours of accumulated professional 
office experience or 360 hours of approved 
alternate experiences. Students must docu-
ment the experience by either establishing 
an Internship Development Program (IDP) 
record or by submitting a portfolio with let-
ters of recommendation from the supervising 
employer to the HSA Curriculum Commit-
tee. This requirement may be completed 
at any time during the first four semesters 
of the professional program but must be 
completed prior to beginning the 5th year 
course work. The School of Architecture will 
assist students in their search for appropriate 
internship experiences; however, it is the stu-
dents’ responsibility to secure employment. 
The School of Architecture does not place 
students in internship situations. Evidence 
of completion of this requirement will be 
required in the MARC 569 Professional 
Practice course.



d u a l  m a j o r  o p t i o n s

Students may choose to use elective hours 
to meet the undergraduate prerequisites for 
the dual master of architecture/master in 
business administration degree option that 
is offered in collaboration with the Breech 
School of Business Administration, or any 
other program approved as an accepted dual 
major with architecture. For the dual degree 
option in business administration, students 
are required to complete 22 credit hours 
of undergraduate business courses prior to 
completing the architecture program and 
one additional year and summer at the gradu-
ate level in the school of business administra-
tion.

A R C H I T E C T U R E  M I N O R
A minor in architecture is available for non-
architecture majors. It is structured with the 
intention of providing maximum flexibility 
for individual student needs while providing 
a basic understanding of curriculum content. 
The required courses for the minor are:

ARCH 111 Foundations of Studio 3 hrs.
 and Design
ARCH 112 Architectural Design II 5 hrs.
ARCH 151 History of Art and 3 hrs. 
 Architecture I
ARCH 152 History of Art and  3 hrs.
 Architecture II

Two architecture courses  6 hrs.
at the 200 level or above.

The procedure for selecting the two ad-
ditional courses is as follows:  the student, 
in consultation with an advisor, develops 
a proposal listing the desired additional 
courses. If the student has not met a pre-
requisite for the course(s), the student must 
obtain the instructor’s permission to waive 
the prerequisite. The completed proposal 
and a completed ‘Declaration of Major and 
Minor’ form are then submitted for approval 
to the director of the Hammons School of 
Architecture.



MARC 557 Architecture Senior Seminar. 4 
Hours. Prerequisite: MARC 519. Co-requisite: 
MARC 520. This master level course is an 
advanced seminar in architecture that also 
serves as the capstone of the Global Studies 
curriculum.  Students will be expected to de-
velop and apply advanced analysis, research, 
and communication skills in order to identify 
a research topic of relevance to their own 
interests, professional goals, and selected Area 
of Concentration.  The research topic will also 
connect these specific and personal interests 
with students’ wider educational experience 
in the Global Studies curriculum.  Topics 
developed in this course will be explored and 
extended through the MARC 521 Architec-
tural Design X: Thesis Studio. Offered fall 
semester.

MARC 569 Professional Practice. 4 hours. 
Prerequisite: MARC 519, completion of the 
360 hour internship experience. This master 
level course is an advanced seminar in archi-
tecture in which students will be expected 
to develop and apply advanced analysis, re-
search, and communication skills.  The lecture 
portion of this course addresses: 1) laws and 
regulations; 2) project process and econom-
ics; 3) business practices and management; 
4) ethical concerns. This course also provides 
the formal acceptance and reporting of the 
required 360 hour internship experience. Of-
fered spring semester.

MARC 630 and 631 Architecture Topics: 
Technology and Sustainability. 3 Hours each. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the M.Arch. 
Program. This master level course is an 
advanced seminar providing an in-depth 
examination of issues related to technology 
and/or sustainability in architecture.  Specific 
course content will vary and will be defined 
by individual instructors.  Topics, content, 
and methods will support the acquisition of 
knowledge and abilities within the general 
topic area, as well the application of these to 
other coursework including the MARC 521 
Thesis Studio.  Students will be expected 
to develop and apply advanced analysis, 
research, and communication skills.  Students 
who have selected a Technology and Sustain-
ability concentration must take at least two of 
these courses.  

MARC 650 and 651 Architecture Topics: 
Design Theory and History. 3 Hours each. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the M.Arch. Pro-
gram. This master level course is an advanced 
seminar providing an in-depth examination 
of issues related to design theory and history 
in architecture.  Specific course content 
will vary and will be defined by individual 
instructors.  Topics, content, and methods will 
support the acquisition of knowledge and 
abilities within the general topic area, as well 
the application of these to other coursework 
including the MARC 521 Thesis Studio.  Stu-
dents will be expected to develop and apply 
advanced analysis, research, and communica-
tion skills.  Students who have selected a 
Theory and History concentration must take 
at least two of these courses. 

MARC 670 and 671 Architecture Topics: Urban 
and Regional Studies. 3 Hours each. Prerequi-
site: Admission to the M.Arch. Program. This 
master level course is an advanced seminar 
providing an in-depth examination of issues 
related to urban and regional studies in ar-
chitecture.  Specific course content will vary 
and will be defined by individual instructors.  
Topics, content, and methods will support the 
acquisition of knowledge and abilities within 
the general topic area, as well the applica-
tion of these to other coursework including 
the MARC 521 Thesis Studio.  Students will 
be expected to develop and apply advanced 
analysis, research, and communication skills.  
Students who have selected a Urban and 
Regional Studies concentration must take at 
least two of these courses.  

ARCH 291, 292, 391, 392, 491, 492 Research.


